Family’s blindin’ new Northampton business
October 2008

A Northampton handyman who started selling and fitting blinds as part of his bathroom installation business has become so successful that he has started a new window blinds company – and roped in the rest of his family to help cope with demand.

Tim Hunt from Long Buckby has bought an Apollo Blinds franchise for Northampton and becomes part of the UK’s biggest blinds store chain, which is backed by the world’s biggest manufacturer of window blinds. 

His daughter Jenny Eaton from Daventry will work alongside him and wife Jan is also lending a helping hand as they gear up to sell and fit the UK’s widest choice of window blinds.

The family believes being part of such a big company means will help get their new business will get off to a flying start.

“The blinds side of the bathroom business took off in spectacular style and we started to realise that we should change and become a stand-alone window furnishings business,” said Tim.

“We could have continued sourcing our own products and building up the business that way but we simply couldn’t compete with the likes of Apollo Blinds so we thought if we couldn’t beat them, we’d join them.

“Being part of the Apollo Blinds network means that as well as offering our customers the widest choice of window and conservatory blinds, shutters and other accessories, our prices are the most competitive in the industry because of the buying power of the group.

“We are a local family business which is part of a national network so we can offer customers the best of both worlds.”

Tim’s business will be based from Long Buckby and will cover Northampton and the surrounding areas, but he is already eyeing up retail premises – possibly in Kingsthorpe. 

Jenny is delighted with the new direction of the family firm because she believes that householders in Northampton are crying out for more choice when it comes to room decoration.

“Window blinds can have a dramatic impact on the atmosphere of any room and in Apollo Blinds products we have the most up-to-date and innovative collections of different blinds in the market,” she said.

“By just thumbing through the collection book for our new Roman range as an example, you can see why Apollo Blinds is at the forefront of the current trend for big colourful prints in luxurious rich fabrics”. 

“With collections like these, we are totally confident that we can advise all our customers about the overall decor of a room because we know we have the perfect blind for any room in any house.”

Customers can contact the Hunts at their new Apollo Blinds business by calling 01604 212021 from 9 am to 5 pm Monday to Friday and 9 am to 1 pm Saturday.

